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Life in Early 
Years 
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Early Years

The term ‘Early 
Years’ covers all age 
groups from birth 

to 5 years (the end 
of Reception)
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Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum 
Prime Areas

Communication and 
Language 

(CL)

Personal, Social and 
Emotional 

Development (PSED)

Physical 
Development 

(PD)

- Listening, Attention and 
Understanding

- Speaking 

- Self Regulation 

- Managing Self 

- Making Relationships

- Gross Motor 

- Fine Motor
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Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum 
Related image

Specific Areas

Literacy Mathematics Understanding 
of the World

Expressive Arts 
and Design

- Word Recognition 

- Comprehension

- Writing

- Number

- Numerical Patterns 

- Past and Present

- People, Cultures 
and Communities 

- The Natural World

- Creating with 
Materials 

- Being Imaginative 
and Expressive 
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Children’s Interests and Topics 

Implementing the Early Years Curriculum 
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Child initiated learning… 
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Fun and exciting that encourages exploration of 
learning… 
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Outdoor Learning  
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Inputs and Groups  

• Reception
• Sessions for Phonics, Mathematics 

and Literacy
• Reading sessions 3 x a week. 

• Nursery
• Colour Groups – Different focus of the 

curriculum
• Daily Circle Time – Sing songs, 

celebrations, listen to Story of the 
Week and daily stories. 
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Learning Journals and Observations   
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Behaviour System

• You Own Your Own Behaviour – YOYOB 

• Reception use visual symbols and Nursery use 3 
symbols as part of their transition work. 

• Children can move up and down the symbols, 
helping them to earn stickers, golden tickets, 
certificates and letters home. 

• It is a restorative approach. 
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Information 
Sessions, Cafes and 
Stay and Learn 

These sessions are run 
throughout the year and 
parents/carers can find 
out more about what 
and how their child is 
learning at school. 
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Online Safety 
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Sharing Online 
Risks At Home 
• Identity theft ​
• ​Permanence of digital content​
• ​Losing control of images ​
• ​Exposure to child predators​
• ​Creates their children’s digital footprints before they are 
old enough to consent to it

At School 

• Ask for parental permission for children’s photographs to 
appear in journals etc. 
• Ask parents/ carers not to share photographs on social 

media. ​
• Avoid sending out digital copies of children’s 

photographs. 
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Parental Controls 
• Controls need to be set up on both the broadband connection AND each 

individual device

• These do not come as standard so it’s worth checking

• They are important because they allow you to:

• Block and filter upsetting or inappropriate content or sites

• Plan what time and how long your child can go online for

School can support and advise parents/carers with parental settings. 
Every newsletter, there is information about different areas of Online 
Safety. Newsletter 2 focused on Parental Controls. This can be found on 
our school website. 

Mrs Summerfield is our school’s Online Safety lead and can offer 
support to anyone who may have concerns. 
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Safer Eating 

• New regulations have come into place 
this September, advising Early Years setting 
on how to help ensure food is safe for 
children and reduces the risk of choking. 

• Please can we ask if children bring in a 
packed lunch, that any small food items 
such as grapes, cherry tomatoes etc are cut 
into quarters. Ideally, this should be done 
length ways. 

• We remain to be a nut free school. 
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Supporting at Home    

Both of our Nursery and 
Reception classes email out 
weekly information. Please 
keep an eye out for:

• This Week in Nursery

• Reception Weekly Learning 
Overview 
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Reading with your child 

Reading with your child helps support all other areas of learning. It also 
many other benefits including:
• Listening skills
• Bonding 
• Cognitive and language development 
• Expanded vocabulary
• Attention span
• Creativity 
• Life lessons 
• Social and emotional development 
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Don’t forget… 

• This first term is often the hardest for the children. 
It is a long term, straight after the summer holidays. 
Children are likely to be a little more emotional at 
times due to tiredness and be extra hungry. We have 
very busy days! 

• Please also don’t forget…

• Spare clothes

• Water bottles

• Coats and wellies 

• Book bags

• Please name everything!!! 

We already have a small collection of items that we are 
struggling to return to the correct child as they have not 
been named. 
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